
The  pre-service  advocacy  education  an  educator  receives  
impacts  their  commitment  to  advocacy  in  the  early  years’  and  
child  care  sector  on  both  the  macro  and  micro  levels.  This  is  
significant  for  educators  and  the  sector,  as  the  commitment  and  
type  of  advocacy  they  engaged  in  supports  and  is  necessary  for  
the  advancement  of  the  sector,  for  educators,  for  children,  and  
the  families  educators  support.  
Limitations

• Participants  were  recruited  from  post-secondary  institutions  
only  in  Ontario.

• The  survey  did  not  take  into  account  professional  
development  courses  on  advocacy.

• The  pool  of  participants  included  an  influx  of  participants  
from  one  specific  academic  institution  in  Ontario.

• The  PR  has  a  vested  and  biased  interest  in  advocacy  and  
may  have  be  reflected  in  the  ways  questions  were  asked.
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Background

universities  in  Ontario.  Of  the  52  participants,  14  identified  
as  PSE  and  38  identified  as  ISE.

How  does  pre-service  advocacy  education  impact  
educators’  commitment  to  advocacy,  professional  identity,  
and  professionalization  and  advancement  of  the  sector?
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The  following  are  brief  recommendations  put  forth  by  the  PR:
• Have  all  academic  institutions  that  provide  ECE  certification  

hold  an  advocacy  workshop  (with  certificate)  by  the  AECEO  
on  advocacy  in  the  sector.

• Have  academic  institutions  take  into  account  the  ever-
changing  sector  and  place  an  importance  on  pre-service  
courses  on  advocacy,  along  with  showcasing  the  “wins”  in  
advocacy  by  faculty  and  the  sector.

• Conduct  further  research  through  the  CECE  regarding  the  
impacts  of  the  CPL  program  and  its  impact  on  advocacy  in  
totality.  

Lack  of  pre-service  advocacy  education
Of  the  52  participants,  only  nine  indicated  they  believe  
their  pre-service  education  has  left  them  confident  in  
engaging  in  advocacy.


